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THE YAO MING FOUNDATION AND MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, HOUSTON HOST
THE YAO MING FOUNDATION GALA
PRESENTED BY iTALKBB ON MARCH 28, 2010
WHAT:

The Yao Ming Foundation and the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston (MFAH) have partnered to present the Yao Ming Foundation Gala presented by iTalk Global Communications, Inc., the New Global Telecom Service Provider, on Sunday, March 28.  The event will benefit both the Yao Ming Foundation’s efforts to provide educational opportunities to students in the US and China and the MFAH’s new permanent gallery dedicated to the Arts of China, an important initiative for Chinese Americans and all Houstonians.

WHO:
Yao Ming, Houston Rockets’ All-Star and founder, The Yao Ming Foundation

Ming Tsai, Emmy-award winning celebrity chef


Michael Cavanaugh, Tony and Grammy nominated singer
WHEN:
Sunday, March 28, 2010 at 6 p.m. 



Media check-in at 5:30 p.m.

WHERE:
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston

Caroline Wiess Law Building,

1001 Bissonnet Street

Houston, TX 77005

Media check-in table located outside, adjacent to the entrance. 

WHY:

The Yao Ming Foundation
The Yao Ming Foundation was established in June of 2008 by international NBA Star Yao Ming in response to the devastating 8.0 earthquake in Sichuan Province, China on May 12, 2008. More than 8,000 schoolrooms and 185 schools were destroyed during the earthquake. The Yao Ming Foundation has already committed to rebuilding six schools in the earthquake region.  The new earthquake resistant schools will provide top-level education for more than 1400 students many of whom will board at the schools.

Last year, The Yao Ming Foundation also granted 100,000 dollars to The Collaborative for Children, a Houston based nonprofit organization, to help rebuild four playgrounds in Houston destroyed by Hurricane Ike.
The Yao Ming Foundation’s long-term initiatives will continue to focus on providing educational opportunities to students in the US and China. 
Yao Ming has pledged 2 million dollars to The Yao Ming Foundation, and has committed to covering all the administrative costs so that 100% of contributions are directed toward improving the lives of children.  
The Ting Tsung and Wei Fong Chao Arts of China Gallery
The new gallery is one of five new permanent galleries devoted to Asian art at the MFAH.  Scheduled to open in June 2010, the beautifully designed gallery will provide the unprecedented occasion to showcase the MFAH’s growing Chinese art collection featuring works of art dating from 3,000 B.C. to the present day.  China is historically regarded as the cultural beacon of East Asia – the place where different traditions and ideologies such as ink painting and calligraphy, to name a few – first took hold.    The new gallery, and its education programs for young people, will help introduce Chinese art and culture to new audiences, promoting cultural understanding among the millions of people who visit the museum each year.
iTalk Global Communications, Inc

iTalk Global Communications, Inc. is a leader in the international telecommunications industry. It ranks in the Top 5 VoIP companies in North America.  The brand name, iTalkBB, is known to hundreds of thousands of Asians, which is dominated in the Chinese communities in the United States and Canada. iTalkBB provides reliable high-quality local, long distance, and international internet calling at superbly competitive rates. 
 iTalk Global aims to “build better life for global Chinese” and it used to sponsor “Heritage Tour” for the Chinese children in the States to visit China. iTalk Global facilitates the communication and promotes mutual cultural understandings between these two countries.

ON-SITE 
CONTACTS:
Stephanie Sandler (cell) 617-593-0130 or Fred Ostern (cell) 914/645-8230
